
                              Mason County Republican Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
                                                                           October 7, 2025 
 
Call to Order – 6:30pm 
Invocation – Verna Chavalia 
Pledge – Charles Robinson 
 
Swearing in New Member – Count Clerk Cheryl Kelly swore in Joe Hastings (newly elected to MCREC). 
 
Roll Call by Tina Shirshun – Present:  County Sheriff Kim Cole, County Clerk Cheryl Kelly, Verna Chavalia, 
Bill Chye, Sheila Genter, Joe Hastings, Cynthia Johnson, Tom Johnson, Jason Kirkpatrick, Cindy Muzzo, 
Nicole Norton, Charles Robinson, Rebecca Robinson, Tina Shirshun. 
 
Excused Absences:  Kirk Chavalia, Pastor Brian Ford, Margaret Greiner,  and  Duane Hobart. 
 
Guests:  Frank VandeVoorde, Randy Williams, Margaret Hastings, Carole Johnson, Lyla McClelland, 
Daniel Jensen, Cathy Ingraham, Brittany Carsten, Joe Toly. 
  
Approval of the September 2, 2025 Meeting Minutes – 
*Motion made by Jason Kirkpatrick to approve the September 2, 2025, meeting minutes.  Seconded by 
Rebecca Robinson.  No discussion.  Motion carried. 
 
Financial Report – Sheila reported on financials in Margaret’s absence.  Sheila reported on the State acct 
BOM balance, one expense for Quickbooks and then the EOM balance.  Sheila reported on the Admin 
acct BOM balance, one expense for town hall rental & refundable deposit, and then EOM balance. 
*Motion made by Bill Chye to approve the September Financial report.  Seconded by Nicole Norton.  No 
discussion.  Motion carried. 
 
Official Business – Executive Committee Reports from Committee Members – 
Unfinished Business: 
1)Adopt-A-Highway report for 9/20, Charlie shared that 6 people participated picking up 11 bags of trash 
on the last pick-up for the year.  
2)Sheila gave summary on the Annual Fall Picnic.  80 people attended and $80 were collected in 
donations.  Sheila thanked everyone for excellent food, the setup crew the night before, preparation 
crew during and the takedown crew after. 
 
New business: 
 1)Rebecca reported on the November 6th bus trip to the Capitol for the “March for Life”.  A bus will be 
shared with Manistee and Oceana counties with asking for a $20 donation.  Departure is at 7:30am from 
the commuter park across from Meijer.  Rebecca also shared the Right to Life has a table at the 
“Pumpkins in the Park” on Saturday. 
2)Rebecca reported that on November 13th at the Cornerstone Church, the Right to Life is hosting a 
Pastor Event breakfast catered by Gloria Ann’s from 9:00-11:00am (including speakers) in appreciation 
for all they do.  
3)Sheila reported the Michigan Republican Party scheduled a Governor’s debate in Sparta on October 
29th at 2124 Twelve Mile rd.  Doors open at 6:00pm, the debate begins at 7:00pm and it’s $50 per 
person.  Rick Albin from Wood TV will be the moderator. 



4)Sheila gave follow-up on RCV.   Darlene Hennessy provided a presentation on Sunday and Sheila talked 
about the link and the good info available there.  Also plans to present a mock election next month.  
Sheila reminded everyone to get signed up on 10X Votes.  Brittany also spoke on the “Citizen My Vote” 
petition which led to good discussion on voting requirements. 
5)Sheila reported on her involvement in the Charlie Kirk Prayer Vigil that took placed on September 17th.  
Around 700 people attended at the courthouse and marched to the beach where an additional 300 
people joined for the candlelight vigil.  A beautiful evening, an amazing event and was very heartfelt.  No 
news coverage. 
 
Reports from Federal & State Elected Officials – 
-Joe Toly from US Congressman  Moolenaar’s team reported John has worked very hard to cap the 
adverse effect wage rate with H1B workers and a plan is being put into action.  The Congressman also 
enjoyed the Mackinaw Leadership Conference.  No new updates on the budget.  A big thanks to all who 
signed his petition.  Joe then entertained questions from committee members. 
-Sheila read report from State Senator Jon Bumstead confirming that a responsible budget has been 
passed that puts Michiganders first by working to reduce wasteful spending and focusing on our shared 
priorities such as fixing roads, investing in our schools and public safety and providing meaningful tax 
relief.   
-Sheila provided a printed report from Representative Joe Fox and then read the bullet points on the 
report. 
 
Reports from County Elected Officials & D2 Member – 
-County Clerk Cheryl Kelly reported the Michigan Association of County Clerks will be calling a special 
board meeting next Tuesday at 10:00am to vote on a resolution to oppose Ranked Choice Voting.  It’s a 
2-page resolution and it’s showing bi-partisan support. 
-Sheriff Kim Cole shared the Fall Conference for the Sheriffs is coming up in 2 weeks in Traverse City and 
then a Sheriff’s Banquet next month in California.  Kim also shared the Backwood Badges Fundraiser is 
on October 18th at 7:00-11:00pm in Freesoil at the Community Building.  Tickets are $20 in advance and 
$25 at the door and all proceeds go to Our Friends Fund (non-profit) for kids.  Lots of doorprizes. 
 
Announcements – TPUSA Faith biweekly meeting will be held at Crossroads Church at 6:30pm on 
October 8th, stand for biblical truth with boldness.   
-Also reminder next meeting will be held on November 11 at 6:30pm at Hamlin Hall. 
 
Public Comments – Randy Williams commented on the book “The Black Banners”, Charlie Kirk’s murder, 
prayer vigil, an editorial written by Paul McCrath, climate hoax, covid shot data and the C. Rueben 3 ton 
camera;  Daniel Jensen commented on some concerns with 10X Vote absentee voting;    Cathy Ingraham 
commented in Michigan you can’t FOIA state government  and an  article about the State School Board 
pushing for Sex Ed to include trans and some Supreme Court rulings regarding kids;  Sheila Genter 
commented on info received that there will be 3 openings on the Ludington School Board next year. 
 
Adjournment – 
*Motion made by Verna Chavalia to adjourn meeting.  Seconded by Nicole Norton.  No discussion.  
Motion carried. 
 
Submitted by, 
Tina Shirshun,  MCREC Secretary 
Next meeting will be held on November 11, 2025, at 6:30pm at Hamlin Town Hall. 


